How did you feel this half term? And should teachers have
degrees? You have your say...

1. Wrapping up the Spring Term

That'sawrap! il

After another busy term, the vast majority of you are either on your first or second week of
the Easter break. Enjoy it - it's well deserved! With Easter being late this year, were you all
going to have the break before the Easter weekend, or over it?

London and the East of England wanted a longer summer term - with 89% of teachersin

these regions taking the two weeks before Easter off. The South West had the most teachers
who persevered through to this week - just 7% had last week off.

4
]/8 https://teachertapp.com/uk/articles/how-did-you-feel-this-half-term-and-should-teachers-have-degrees-you-have-your-say/ Te a c h e r‘thP:



Which whole weeks are you off for Easter holidays this year?

Yorkshire and
MNorth East

N=726) (N=1,262) (N=657) (N=816)

East of England London Midlands North West South East South West

(N=785) (N=875) (N=1,155)

4th - 10th April - 87% - 90% Izs% . 64% . 51% I 7% I 26%
Tith - 17th April (has Good 98% 95% 97% 93% 97% 98% 97%
Friday in it)
18th - 24t Apr:ﬂ{has Faster I 15% In% - 68% l 3% . 48% - 87% - 68%
onday in it)

—

25th - 29th April (end of the ‘0% to% |0% ‘0% ‘ 0%
month)
Other | 2% ‘3% !1% |1% 3% ‘2% ‘ 0%

Question answered by 6,347 teachers on 03/04/2022 (results weighted to reflect national teacher and school demographics)

How did you find this term?

With Covid still making the rounds in schools, you definitely didn't think it was business as
usual, just 24% of you thought as such. The best words you thought were hard work (88%),
tiring (83%) and manic (56%).

Classroom teachers enjoyed this term the most - with 38% of them saying this term was
enjoyable, compared to 29% of headteachers.
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Thinking back over the last half term, which words would
you use to describe your job?

Tiring

Manic 56%

Enjoyable
Rewarding
Infuriating

Business as usual 24%

Appreciated

Relaxing

Question answered by 6,333 teachers on 06/04/2022 (results weighted to reflect national teacher
and school demographics)

2. Dearee, or not dearee

It's funny how things come around again and again. This time, the Easter conversation on
Twitter is about whether people should have a degree to be a teacher or not.

It does appear many of you are in agreement - 80% of you think that you should have a

degree in order to become a qualified teacher. Whilst this is high - it does represent a fall in
percentage compared to when we last asked in 2018, 88%.
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Do you think you should be able to become a qualified teacher without a degree?

14/04/2018 (N = 2,047) [RFS

10/04/2022 (N =6,174) 20%

Teacher responses vary from 2,047 to 6,174, depending on date asked (results weighted to reflect national teacher and school
demographics)

B Yes BN

o

Some hypothesised that there might be a difference between phases, but not the case. The
biggest difference we could find was between subjects il

30% of maths teachers think that you should be able to qualify without a degree, compared to
15% of Languages teachers.

But - why? Initially, we thought it might be linked to recruitment shortages, but according to

the latest data, MFL are further behind teacher recruitment targets than maths, so that can't
be it. Any ideas? Do let us know!

Do you think you should be able to become a qualified teacher without a degree?

Primary EYFS/KST (N =460) — 21%
KS2 (N=1123) _ 19%
Secondary  English ~=2808) | s

Maths (N=797)

Science (N=872)

Humanities (N =851)

Languages  (N=265)

Artsincl D&T (N =235)

Otherincl PE (N =276)

Question answered by 5,687 teachers on 10/04/2022 (results weighted to reflect national teacher and school demographics)

B Yes

3. Freaky Friday

’
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Primary and secondary teaching are completely different ballgames and teachers'
experiences differ hugely depending on phase. So - trying out the other can be daunting!

We asked secondary teachers what class they'd like to teach if they were to teach in a primary
school. We did leave a get-out option, with 31% of secondary teachers saying they'd rather not
teach in a primary school at all!

Of those who did pick a year group - Year 6 was the most popular choice, by almost half of
secondary teachers. Most likely because it's not too far away from the age group they usually

work with. Although we did hear that some of you voted for a lower year group for a 'true
primary experience’.

Imagine you were told that you were required to do an exchange
with a primary teacher and teach in a primary school for a year!
Which year group would you pick?

Female Male

(N=2,143) (N=924)

Year R . 9% I 4%

Year ] I 4% |1%

Year 2 I 4% I 3%

Year 3 . 7% I 5%

Year 4 - 13% . 8%

Year 5 - 23% - 23%

Question answered by 3,070 teachers on 09/04/2022 (results weighted to reflect national teacher and
school demographics)

Of course, we asked a similar question to primary teachers. Although this time we asked which
subject they would want to teach to a KS3 class. English was the most popular option among
primary teachers, taking 26% of the vote, with a Humanities subject second. Science was not
at all popular - just 7% of primary teachers wanted to take that mantle.

Slightly more KS2 teachers would opt for maths if made to choose - 22% compared to 14% of

EYFS/KSI. With similar logic to the above, perhaps because the content is a smaller step up
than from EYFS/KSI.
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Other subjects got smaller votes - although PE was more popular for primary teachers to go
for than Science - but only just!

Imagine you were told that you were required to do an exchange

with a secondary teacher and teach a Key Stage 3 subject for a
year! Which would you pick from this list?

EYFS/KST KS2
(N=488) (N=1,140)

English 26%

Maths 22%

Science

History or geography or

27%
RS

22%

Other % 22%

Question answered by 1,628 teachers on 09/04/2022 (results weighted to reflect national teacher and
school demographics)

4.1

Fire alarms. Very necessary but with students around can be major nuisances!

In the past term three-quarters of teachers say that their fire alarm has gone off, but only 4%
of teachers say that it's been sounded due to a genuine concern - that's a lot of time outside
of the classroom. While 51% of teachers say this has been deliberately done for practice, 21%

of teachers say that a student caused the alarm.

There are big differences between primary and secondary though. Two-thirds of primary
teachers held a fire drill this term, compared to just over one-third of secondary teachers.
Despite this, there was no difference in the percentage of teachers who hadn't had a fire
alarm, as secondary teachers were more likely to have experience it gone off through other
means.
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Has the fire alarm at your school gone off in the past term?

Primary Secondary
FSM Q1 FSM Q4 FSM Qi FSM Q4
FSM Q2 FSM Q3 FSM Q2 FSM Q3 r
(Affluent) SMQ2 SM Qs (Deprived) (Affluent) MQ - (Deprived)
(N=280) (N=332) (N=317) (N=324) (N=943) (N=743) (N=661) (N=615)
Yes - caused by a contractor | 5% ‘ 3% 6% | 5% | 6% l 6% | 6% | 5%

s I 9% I 9% 6% I 10% l19% I 18% I 19% lzo%
8% | 5% 5% I 16% . 319% . 37% . 38% . 40%

Yes - sounded due to genuine % % 29 | A% | 5% ! A%, | 5% | 4%

concemn

e [l -0~ EE-H- B~ B~ B~
I 23% 26% l 28% l 20% . 26% l 27% . 26% l 23%

Question answered by 6,511 teachers on 05/04/2022 (results weighted to reflect national teacher and school demographics)

Yes - caused by a student

Not much has changed since 2018, either! Back then, we saw a similar percentage of teachers
saying a fire alarm had been caused by either a student or staff error. However, the
percentage caused by a contractor has dropped since 2018, having been 13% then and only
5% now.

Teacher Tapp mentionsin the wild Il

A critical aspect of you answering questions on Teacher Tapp is that it unlocks research that
gets shared with you on the app, but also goes out into the wild and knocks ministers,
policymakers and other decision people upside the head with your views!

Here are a few mentions we had in the press over the past week:

e Why copying 'best practice' doesn't work in education (TES)

e Teachers observed on ‘curriculum intent’ as Ofsted focus seeps into classroom
(Schools Week)

e Covid: Herefordshire schools partially closing 'unavoidable' (Hereford Times)

e Heads say using SATs as part of Ofsted judgment on curriculum makes ‘no sense’
(Northern Echo)

Finally... we know you love the daily read, so here are the ones from
last week

The most read tip from the past week was: Ten takeaways from an Ofsted visit

And here are the rest for your reference:

e \Why 'the hustle'isn't all it's cracked up to be
e A realistic view of student behaviour
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https://www.tes.com/magazine/teaching-learning/general/why-copying-best-practice-doesnt-work-education
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/teachers-observed-on-curriculum-intent-as-ofsted-focus-seeps-into-classroom/
https://www.herefordtimes.com/news/20009238.covid-herefordshire-schools-partially-closing-unavoidable/
https://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/national/20021039.heads-say-using-sats-part-ofsted-judgment-curriculum-makes-no-sense/
https://laurawebbcpd.com/2022/04/02/ten-things-i-gained-from-my-swim-in-the-ofsted-waters/
https://ijstock.wordpress.com/2017/10/26/hustle/
https://overpractised.wordpress.com/2022/03/27/a-learning-first-approach-to-improving-your-teaching/

e Why vou shouldn't be sorry for being slow to reply
e On cultural capital
e Who do you learn most from as a child?
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https://www.theatlantic.com/family/archive/2022/01/not-sorry-for-my-delay/621264/?ck_subscriber_id=1275230627
https://birminghamteacher.wordpress.com/2022/03/13/on-cultural-capital/
https://bold.expert/when-children-begin-to-value-expertise/
http://www.tcpdf.org

