Return of the masks! Plus the nativity index, 'tired' teachers
and more findings...

There's just one week left of term for many of you - it's so close! You can doit! lll

Jump to section:

1. The Nativity Index: a new way to track variants

In economics, the Big Mac Index keeps track of global inflation by looking at the price of Big
Macs in every country. In England, right now, a way to keep an eye on Covid concernsis to
look at the Nativity Index: that is, the percentage of schools planning to run an in-person
nativity.

Back in November, things were sunnier. Almost 60% of primary schools expected in-person
nativities to go ahead. Two weeks later, the value dropped to 41%. And if your nativity hasn't
already gone ahead, we reckon the chances are likely dropping even further.

On the upside, more schools have gone virtual than expected, with over 40% of primary
teachers saying they were expecting it to be online compared to 28% a fortnight ago. For
parents who can't easily get to their child's nativity, it's a positive change - so at least there's
that.

Of the 41% still running nativities, we heard of at least one case of the nativity being held al
fresco. Fingers crossed that it's not too cold or rainy on show day il
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Is your school planning to run any kind of nativity activity this year?

27/1/2021
(N=1,626)

- . WI” s -
virtual
No, we aren't having
- } %
any nativity this year
We don’t usually do
a nativity I 5%

2. Ominous Omicron

Yes, and we are
hoping to allow
visitors in person

09/12/2021
(N=1,874)

—
-]

Beyond nativities, Omicron is wreaking havoc with a few things. One is that guidance
regarding face masks has been updated. Secondary schools are now advised that face masks
should be worn by pupils and staff when moving around the premises.

Most of you agree with this measure, but 48% of you would like to see the measures go even
further - asking pupils and staff to wear a mask indoors at all times, rather than just the
corridors. Though 18% of you would just like the decisions to be made by the schools alone,

rather than the government.
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If you were the government, which policy would you choose

for face coverings in secondary schools next term?

Secondary
(N=4,168)

Pupils and staff to wear masks at
all times indoors

48%

Pupils and staff to wear masks in
corridors only

31%

Only staff to wear masks at all
times indoors

0%

Only staff to wear masks at all

. . 0%
times in corridors

18%

Let schools make own decisions

Requirements for masks should
3%
not be allowed

Question answered by 4,292 teachers on 09/12/2021 (results weighted to reflect national teacher

and school demographics)

Primary schools received the same advice for their staff as secondary schools did - that they

should wear masks when moving between classrooms. 65% of teachers agree that staff

should wear masks indoors, but 19% of primary teachers would like pupils to be wearing masks

indoors as well.

You've answered this question three times now, and it looks like the Omicron variant has made

you feel similar to how you were last February, while in lockdown. Primary teachers are more

cautious about the upcoming term than they were in the summer months.
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If you were the government, which policy would you choose for face coverings in primary schools next
term?

27/02/2021 07/06/2021 09/12/2021
(N=1366) (N=1,641) (N=1,832)

. -
o - -
- - ;

Teacher responses vary from 1,366 to 1,832, depending on date asked (results weighted to reflect national teacher and school
demographics)

All staff and
pupils to wear
masks when
indoors

. "
All staff to wear
masks when
indoors, but not 43%
pupils
- -

Neither staff nor
pupils required
to wear masks
when indoors

With all this talk of masks Il it still appears that they're popularOver three-quarters of
teachers believe that the benefits of wearing masks in school still outweigh the downsides.

The benefits of staff and students wearing masks in school outweigh the downsides

03/09/2020 15% 7%
30/10/2020 8% 5%
02/01/2021 5% 2%
16/03/2021 5% 3%
15/07/2021 6% 4%
09/12/2021

Teacher responses vary from 5,975 to 6,726, depending on date asked (results weighted to reflect national teacher and school
demographics)

B Strongly agree Slightly agree [ Somewhat disagree
B Somewhat agree Slightly disagree [l Strongly disagree

Teachertapp-

3. 'Tis the Season!

L
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The Christmas break is just around the corner - and not a moment too soon! Since May, we've
been checking each month to see what word best describes your feeling by the end of a
week. Tired' has always been a popular option, but this month the greatest percentage of
teachers we've ever seen, 58%, responded with 'tired'.

Thinking about how you've been feeling today, which word best describes that feeling?

28/05/2021 05/06/2021 09/07/2021 29/08/2021 12/11/2021 10/12/2021
(N=6,471) (N=6,660) (N=6,216) (N=5,767) (N=6,144) (N=6,360)
Positive . 19% - 23% . 16% . 16% . 15% . 15%
Sad |3% |3% |3% |4% I 4% | 3%
Thankful I 7% I 9% | a% I 7% | 3% | 4%
Angry | 2% % | 2% |3 | 3% | 3%
Energised I 2% |2% l2% I 3% IZ% | 2%

Tired — 56% . 21% — 56% - 27% — 53% — 58%
Content I 4% - 28% I 6% - 25% I 7% I 6%
Anxious I 5% l 10% I 8% l 13% I 8% I 7%
None of these | 2% | 4% | 3% | 4% l 4% | 2%

Teacher responses vary from 5,767 to 6,660, depending on date asked (results weighted to reflect national teacher and school
demographics)

59% of classroom teachers reported tiredness as their overriding feeling, compared to 51% of
heads. Slightly more heads reported anxiety as their main feeling.

,
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Thinking about how you've been feeling today, which word best describes that
feeling?

Classroom Teacher Middle Leader SLT (excl head) Headteacher
(N=2,195) (N=2,526) (N=1,226) (N=413)
positive [ 15% B s B s 7
sad | 3% EZ | &3 B3
Thankful I 3% I 4% I 5% I 4%
Anary | 2% E& EZ EQ
Energised I 2% | 1% I 3% I 3%

content [ 6% g o | B3 B
Ansicus [ &% | K2 | K3 B o
None of these | 2% EZ ES | 3%

Question answered by 6,360 teachers on 10/12/2021 (results weighted to reflect national teacher and school demographics)

With around 10 days to go until the big day - over half of you have put your decorations up.
Teachers with children are more likely to have put the decorations up earlier, with 60% having
donesollll

To the remaining 39% who said they haven't yet - you haven't got long to go!

A Christmas decoration check: Are yours up at home yet?

Children at home No children at home

(N=2,896) (N=2,149)

45% 39%

Yes, all done!

Going up this weekend 15%

No, not yet! 38% 40%

We don't do decorations [l 2%

Question answered by 5,976 teachers on 05/12/2021 (results weighted to reflect national teacher and school demographics)

4. Primary ability grouping

’
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In EYFS/KS], the majority of children are taught reading in a 'setted’ way - i.e. by sitting with
others of a similar attainment level. 57% of students either put on tables by standard or
moved across classrooms/year groups. This flips by KS2, though, where over two-thirds of
teachers are teaching reading/English with mixed ability tables.

This year, how does reading (or English if you do not have dedicated reading
lessons) ability grouping work in your class? Tick the response that most closely
applies.

EYFS/KSI KS2

(N=397) (N=1,073)

classroom
We teach reading as a form class, but have _ -
tables roughly based on current standard CEL 2%

Children move across classrooms within
T -
the year group
Children move across year groups to be - I
. o 14% 3%
taught with others at a similar level

Question answered by 1,793 teachers on 07/12/2021 (results weighted to reflect national teacher and school demographics)

The story is similar - but not quite as dramatic for maths grouping. In EYFS/KSI, 55% of
teachers teach to mixed ability tables, with 39% of EYFS/KS1 teachers grouping based on the
current standard. When it comes to KS2, mixed ability tables become even more popular,
where 62% of teachers do this.

This year, how does maths ability grouping work in your class? Tick the response
that most closely applies.

EYFS/KSI KS2

(N=408) (N=1,079)

classroom
Children move across classrooms within I 4% - 13%
the year group

Children move across year groups to be 3%
taught with others at a similar level

We teach maths as a form class, but have
tables roughly based on current standard

Question answered by 1,826 teachers on 07/12/2021 (results weighted to reflect national teacher and school demographics)

Finally... we know you love the daily read, so here are the ones from
last week

The most read tip from the past week was: How 'Do Now' activities can help pupils remember
their learning

’
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https://fisherhistoryteach.wixsite.com/website/post/do-now-a-new-approach-for-starters-at-barnsley-academy
https://fisherhistoryteach.wixsite.com/website/post/do-now-a-new-approach-for-starters-at-barnsley-academy

And here are the rest for your reference:

e What's the most effective way to use mini-whiteboards?

e Why reverse-engineering guestions is a valuable activity for students
e Does retrival practice really help with learning?

e A go-to quide, all about Rosenshine!

e Do displays help pupils to remember, or hinder them?

-
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 https://kristian-shanks.medium.com/how-i-used-mini-whiteboards-in-my-lessons-yesterday-f05c6e74976b 
 https://theeffortfuleducator.com/2021/11/19/reverse-engineering-the-multiple-choice-question/ 
 hhttps://theeffortfuleducator.com/2019/02/02/rpitcs/ 
 https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/periodicals/Rosenshine.pdf 
 https://www.psychologicalscience.org/news/releases/heavily-decorated-classrooms-disrupt-attention-and-learning-in-young-children.html 
http://www.tcpdf.org

