GCSE revision sessions, languages in primary schools & more!

Have you got a Golden Ticket yet on Teacher Tapp? Be sure to check as the first prize draw
takes place this week!

For every 50 questions you answered since the start of May you'll have received a Golden
Ticket. Check the My Rewards section in your Teacher Tapp app to find out how many you've

got!

Every Golden Ticket has a unique 3-part code. Look out for the winning code on our social
channels on the Ist of June - prize draw day - and check to see if you hold the winning ticket.

Don't worry if you don't win this time. You will continue earning tickets, your current tickets
remain in play and there are 2 more draws with the cash prize rising to a whopping £3,000 for

for the final draw in August! So keep tapping to be in for the best shot at winning!

Full terms and conditions can be found here.
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Something's changing at GCSE

Last week, as GCSEs kicked off in earnest, we looked at study leave (TLDR: schools serving
the more deprived communities were more likely to be keeping kids in school).

But what's going on with GCSE and study sessions this year?

Compared to 2019, fewer teachers have been asked to do revision sessions outside of normal
working hours - e.g. breakfast, lunch or after-school, and fewer are also volunteering to do it.

All of which means that while 60% of teachers were doing extra revision lessons outside of
schoolin 2019, this year it's only 40%.
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But why has there been a drop in the sessions offered? More comfort with the curriculum as
it's been in place for longer? More tutoring happening through the National Tutoring
Programme. Has the pandemic shifted attitudes to assessments at 16?7 Answers in the usual
places, please!

Are you providing a GCSE revision or study session *outside normal working hours* (e.g.
breakfast, lunch, after-school) this week?

o o
R

Teacher responses vary from 1,849 to 5,417, depending on date asked (results weighted to reflect national teacher and school demographics)

B Yes - | have been ASKED to do this by my school
Yes - | am choosing to do this voluntarily

B No

As you might expect, some teachers are more likely to be asked, or offer, to run these
sessions than others. English seems to do a lot of the heavy lifting, with a quarter of English
teachers asked to run sessions. On the other hand, around a quarter of maths teachers
volunteer to do them.

Are you providing a GCSE revision or study session *outside normal working hours* (e.g. breakfast, lunch,
after-school) this week?

English Maths Science Humanities Languages Arts incl D&T Otherincl PE
(N=995) (N=1,019) (N=1,182) (N=1,031) (N=368) (N=308) (N=398)
Ves - [have been ASKED R 5cq, 18% 19% 7% 14% 9% 15%
to do this by my school
Yes -1am choosing to do 22% 26% 24% 22% 20%
this voluntarily
: . - . - . - . " . - -

Question answered by 5,353 teachers on 26/05/2023 (results weighted to reflect national teacher and school demographics)

Just like study leave, a significant amount of extra effort is put into additional revision classes
in schools in more deprived areas; 29% of teachers working in Q4 schools havr been asked to
provide study sessions, compared to just 14% in Q1 schools.
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Are you providing a GCSE revision or study session *outside normal working hours* (e.g. breakfast, lunch,

after-school) this week?

Q1 Affluent Q2 Q3
(N=1,387) (N=1,159) (N=1,022)

Yes - | have been ASKED

to do this by my school 1% 7% 26%

Yes - | am choosing to do
this voluntarily

. - . -
: - ” - -

Question answered by 4,452 teachers on 26/05/2023 (results weighted to reflect national teacher and school demographics)

51%

Meanwhile in primary schools...

Q4 Deprived
(N=884)

29%

24%

Whilst we were asking secondary teachers about exams, we checked with primary school

teachers on the perennial issue of teaching foreign languages (or not).

Back in January, we found many of you felt that there should be more language instruction at
KS2, but it was the secondary teachers (who won't have to teach it) who were most likely to

say they wanted language teaching increased in primary.

How do primary teachers think it ought to be dealt with? The most popular answer was that
that primary-aged pupils should learn a foreign language, BUT only if a suitably qualified
teacher is available (34%). A view that hasn't shifted much since we last asked in 2019.
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Which of the following statements most closely aligns with your views on the
teaching of foreign languages in primary schools? Please select just one from the
list.

| strongly feel that primary-aged pupils
should learn a foreign language

On balance, | feel that primary-aged pupils
should learn a foreign language

Primary-aged pupils should learn a foreign
language, BUT only if a suitably qualified 34%
teacher is available

There is not room on the primary curriculum
to make teaching a foreign language
worthwhile

Question answered by 2,666 teachers on 26/05/2023 (results weighted to reflect national teacher and school demographics)

Exclusions

Michael Gove was a divisive education secretary, but one of his reforms was a push to change
the exclusion process to reinforce the authority of a school’s head.

We first asked who should have the final say on a PEX in 2018, and then, as now, your response
was overwhelmingly 'headteachers'. BUT there has been a shift: the proportion of you saying
headteachers should have the final say has increased, largely it seems at the expense of the
idea of a Local Authority independent review panel (IRP).

This is an interesting shift as the number of IRPs have declined over recent years, but we also
know that (perception of) behaviour is getting worse.
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If you could choose, who would have the final say over whether a pupil is permanently
excluded from a school?

Jul 2018 Jul 2019 May 2023
(N=3,272) (N=3,548) (N=8,508)
Governors/Trustees l 14% . 16% I10%
Local Authority independent review panel . 19% . 20% l 12%
Central government independent review panel | 2% 1% 1%
Other 2%

Teacher responses vary from 3,272 to 8,508, depending on date asked (results weighted to reflect national teacher and school demographics)

Concerning behaviour

Behaviour continues to be a topic of concern. We keep a regular track on behaviour (see the
latest update here) but this time poor behaviour has been flagged when we asked about
causes of work-related. In 2022, 1in 5 of you said behaviour was the biggest source of stress,
this has now risen to 1in 4.
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Which of these work areas has been the **biggest** source of work-related stress or

unhappiness for you in the last 2 weeks?

May 2022
(N=6,459)

Accountability, (including performance, test scores, 16%
inspections)

Preparing for lessons . 3%

Marking -7%

Administrative tasks

Relationship with colleagues - 8
Relationship with parents - 4%

1%

%
Relationship with senior leadership team - 8%
Pastoral concerns relating to pupils - e.g. mental health, - 10%

safequarding and behaviour

| have not felt stressed or unhappy at work over the last 2 7%
weeks

May 2023
(N=8,554)

Teacher responses vary from 6,459 to 8,554, depending on date asked (results weighted to reflect national teacher and school demographics)

And also...

Surprising teachers

Lots of you said your younger self would be shocked to learn that you are now a teacher, but
who is most surprised? Science teachers & arts teachers it seems! (Two groups who people
often think are very different to one another, but who are often closer than you might expect,

including on this onel)

It does make you wonder though... if only 11% of science teachers wanted to become teachers
when at school, is there anything we could do to be encouraging it as a career from earlier on?
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Think back to yourself when you left school. Would your younger self be shocked to learn

that you are now a teacher?

EYFS/KSI (N=742) ED 18% 32%
KS2 (N=1568) 19% 36%

English (N=1,101) 22% 35%
Maths (N=1142) 23% 34%
Science (N=1325) 25%

Humanities (N=1168) 23% 38%
Languages (N=424) 22% 40%

Arts incl D&T (N=358) 23% 33%
Other incl PE (N=487) 21% 34%

Question answered by 8,315 teachers on 28/05/2023 (results weighted to reflect national teacher and school demographics)

B Yes - very No - probably not
Yes - a little B No - | wanted to be a teacher even then!

Increasing PD

22%

Regular professional development seems to be on the increase. We are now finding more
teachers take partin PD at least fortnightly, compared to when we fist asked back in 2019.

How often do you typically take part in a professional development session during

term-time?

May 2019  (N=2,988) EXJ 28%
May2023  (N=8,810) [ 29%

Teacher responses vary from 2,988 to 8,810, depending on date asked (results weighted to reflect national teacher and school demographics)

B More than once a week Once a half term
B Weekly I Once a term plus INSETs

Fortnightly B Only on INSET days
A couple of times each half term

And finally...

The most read tip this week was: Mistakes to avoid when guestioning

And here are the rest for your reference:

e Creating ideal memories
e Metaphors - how powerful are they in teaching?
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e Teaching the same class across multiple years
¢ The beautiful quality of writing alone
e Improving checks for understanding

-
9/9 https://teachertapp.com/uk/articles/gcse-revision-sessions-languages-in-primary-schools-more/ Te a c h e r‘taPP:


https://www.teachermagazine.com/au_en/articles/being-taught-by-the-same-teacher-twice-the-impact-on-achievement-and-behaviour
https://whatonomy.wordpress.com/2023/05/06/teach-like-a-desert-father/
https://birminghamteacher.wordpress.com/2023/04/11/explaining-why-were-doing-what-were-doing-in-lessons/
http://www.tcpdf.org

