GCSE study leave (or not) and what goes on in the afternoon
at primary school

The testing season is well and truly underway, so we've been finding out what is going on?
We'll give you the lowdown on SATs very soon, but this week we are looking at what GCSE
teachers are up to at this time of year. (Primary teachers - keep reading and you'll find out
more about your 'foundation subjects' curriculum at the bottom of this blog).

GCSEs - getting finished in time

Great work! Only 1-in-10 of you didn't manage to finish your GCSE courses during normal
lesson time. But let's find out who struggled...

Have you managed to complete your GCSE course teaching during normal timetabled
lessons in time for the exam season?
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English and maths teachers seem to have finished pretty comfortably, which is perhaps no
surprise. In most schools, these core subjects have slowly increased their lesson time over the
past couple of decades. Smaller subjects, such as the arts, DT and PE, seem to be struggling
the most. You are only in your second year of the new GCSE curriculum, it may be that this
improves in future years.
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Have you managed to complete your GCSE course teaching during normal timetabled
lessons in time for the exam season?

Yes, com
L. Yes, just
Languages - 73%
No
—_ @ ____
2,054 responders on 07/05/2019 %m

Schools who serve more disadvantaged communities were also a little more behind. This has
implications for teachers in these schools - when are they supposed to get the course
finished?
Have you managed to complete your GCSE course teaching during normal timetabled
lessons in time for the exam season?
56%

Independent

Yes, comfortably .

FSM Q1 = affluent 54% 11%

FSM Q2 53%
Yes, just about
FSM Q4 55%
v o
FSM Q5 = deprived 55%
I ) N
2,054 responders on 07/05/2019 %m

Interventions, interventions, interventions...
Two-thirds of you have not needed to deliver additional sessions, outside your contractual

work hours, to get GCSE course teaching finished. But a third of you did need to do extra
lessons to cover all materials.
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Have you needed an intervention to give all GCSE pupils more time in your subject this
year in order to cover all materials? Click all that apply

Yes - an extra off-timetable day 11%

Yes - extra after-school
sessions

29%

Yes - extra weekend sessions 8%

No - but we are struggling to

: 21%
cover the curriculum

No - and we will cover the

. L 46%
curriculum in time
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Teachers at schools serving disadvantaged communities are much more likely to spend their
personal time - after-school and at weekends - teaching extra classes to help students
complete their course. For example, in Independent schools, just 4% of teachers ran extra
weekend sessions; in the most deprived schools 17% of teachers were in delivering weekend
classes.

Have you needed an intervention to give all GCSE pupils more time in your subject this
year in order to cover all materials? Click all that apply

FSMQ1l= FSMQ5 =
Independent Fluent FSM Q2 FSM Q3 FSM Q4 deprived
Yes-anextra § 5o 8% 9% 16% 13% 16%
off-timetable day

Yes -extra
after-school I 15%

sessions

I I17%
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weekend sessions
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And remember those teachers in non-core subjects struggling to complete the course? Many
are spending after-school time and weekends helping students prepare for their GCSEs.
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Do the GCSE courses have too much content in them?

With all this extra teaching going on, we thought you would want a reductiong in the GCSE
specification size. And you do! Only a third of you would leave the existing KS4 content intact.
The reSt WOU|d reduce It s“ghtly or Slgnlﬁcantly Would you like to see a reduction in the amount of content that you are expected to

cover in the KS4 curriculum in your main subject?

R _ -

Yes, aslight reduction 45%

No, I would keep the same

amount of content at KS4 32%
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The 'No Effect’' 3-year GCSE

Schools are now split in the way they deliver GCSE courses. Around half of you run the course
over three years, and the other half deliver it in two years. One reason for the switch to three
years is that it gives more time for going over the content. We therefore assumed that those
who only have two years to deliver would be most keen to extend the content, but not! Those
teaching two-year GCSE programmes have no greater desire to reduce course length than
those teaching three-year GCSE programmes. We find this intriguing and are going to ask you
some extra questions to learn more about it this week, so look out!  Timingofeption subjects starting versus desire

to reduce GCSE content

Startof year 9 39%
Part-way through year 9 2%
Startof year 10 aa%

= Ves, asignificant reduction
= Yes, aslight reduction
No, | would keep the same amount of content at K54

ALSO - Those arts and D&T teachers who are struggling to complete the curriculum and are
running extra classes? They are LEAST likely to want a reduction in the content of the course.
How curious! Instead it is the humanities and languages teachers who feel most squeezed and
want a reduction.
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Would you like to see a reduction in the amount of content that you are expected to
cover in the KS4 curriculum in your main subject?

44% 35%

Yes, a significant
42% 45% reduction

English

Maths

Science

Yes, aslight

o it reduction

Humanities

44%

Languages

Artsincl D&T

No, l would keep
the same amount of
content at KS4
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PE
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Does 'study leave' mean teachers get to relax? If only!

For some of you, this is the golden time of year when your teaching load falls a little.
HOWEVER, things are not good for 1-in-5 of you who have been asked to put on revision
sessions OUTSIDE your normal teaching hours (presumably without overtime pay). A further

GCSEs are underway! Are you providing a GCSE revision or study session OUTSIDE
NORMAL WORKING HOURS (e.g. breakfast, lunch, after-school) this week? Please tick
the response that most closely applies.

Yes - | have been ASKED to do this by my school

Yes - | am choosing to do this voluntarily

Not relevant - | do not teach any GCSE classes
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Furthermore, the days of students sitting at home trying to work out what
revision actually means are long gone

Today, only 20% of Year 11 pupils get to revise at home - the rest are required to come into

quarter of you are CHOOSING to run sessions.
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Where are your year 11 students who do not have exams studying this week? Tick the
response that most closely applies

They are on study leave - studying at home, unless they have
exams

7%

They are on study leave but MUST study at school in facilities we
provide

0,

. o
We continue to provide teacher-led lessons or revision sessions 77%
this week - i.e. there is little or no unsupervised study time

@
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They are on study leave and have a CHOICE to study at home or
at school

Independent schools are largely still running the traditional model of studying at home or
school, as are about a third of the most affluent state-funded schools. But for high FSM

Where are your year 11 students who do not have exams studying this week? Tick the
response that most closely applies

school.

Independent [EEEZ3 27% They are on study leave -
studying at home, unless they
have exams

FSM Q1 = affluent 15%

They are on study leave but
MUST study at school in
FSMQ2

facilities we provide

They are on study leave and
have a CHOICE to study at
home or at school

We continue to provide

teacher-led lessons or revision
sessions this week - i.e. there is
little or no unsupervised study

—_ @ ____

FSMQ3

FSMQ4

FSM Q5 = deprived

What goes on in 'afternoon’ primary school?

Lots of primary teachers have asked us to find out more about what is going on in the
‘foundation' subjects - that is, the subjects which are compulsory but aren't the 'core’ English,
maths and science. We've seen before that primary teachers don't tend to say they enjoy
teaching these subjects. (Whereas they really do enjoy teaching maths and English!)

schools, 'revision' is entirely teacher-supervised.
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Becky and Laura both have memories of doing 'topic’ work at school, and wondered if this is
still common in the primary sector. It seems there are still some state schools that do this, or at
least a version of it. The independent sector is not keen, however. This may because private
schools more often have multiple, subject-style teachers for a class from a much younger
age.

A topic based curriculum means that each skill area of the curriculum is connected to a
topic. To what extent do you take a topic-based approach to delivering your curriculum?

Almost entirely -

Independent - 34% topics dominate
the delivery of
almost all

bject
FSM Ql ] afﬂuent 33% 6%’ e
Somewhat - we
, try to align most

FSM Q2 18% 25% 7% subjects to topics
Alittle - we

FSM QS 28% 7'}6 deliveratew
subjects through

atopic-based
approach, but m..

174 04
FSM Q4 ele 35% e Not at all - we do
not align our
subject teaching .
FSM Q5 = deprived 33% 8% to consistent
topics @
1,096 responders on 06/05/2019 IE&EHE@I?IA&&

This may also explain why private schools do not conform to the 'history is taught in the

TR &P

1033 responderson 06/05/2019

How good are primary teachers at humanities?

Experienced primary teachers are firm in their belief that they have sufficient humanities
knowledge to teach the subjects to a high standard.
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I have sufficient subject knowledge in geography, history and religious studies to be able
to teach them to a high standard

Strongly agree
Somewhat agree
Slightly agree

Slightly disagree

Somewhat
disagree

Over 20 years
Strongly disagree
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However, we wanted to get a sense of how you are producing the resources needed for
history and science. Many schools use resources entirely created by their staff. A minority are
prInCIPa"y USIng an eXternally Created SCheme Think about the resources that you have used to teach *history* topics over the past

year. Which statement most closely aligns with their source?

ALL the resources have been
developed by our staff from scratch

The majority of the resources have
been developed by our staff from
scratch

_ b
_ %
About half have been developed by us,
the rest are bought-in (or downloaded 33%
for free)
_ b
- %

The majority of resources have been
bought-in or download from a free
services

ALL the resources have been taken
from a paid-for or free-to-use
resources service

TEICHER BTAPP

928 responders on 09/05/2019 ASK- ANSWER - LEARN

Think about the resources that you have used to teach *science* topics over the past
year. Which statement most closely aligns with their source?

ALL the resources have been
developed by our staff from scratch

The majority of the resources have
been developed by our staff from 25%

scratch
About half have been developed by us,

the rest are bought-in (or downloaded 38%
for free)
The majority of resources have been
bought-in or download from a free
services
ALL the resources have been taken

from a paid-for or free-to-use 6%
resources service
TEACHER WTAPP
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Schools who produce their own science resources are also more likely to have to have
produced their own history resources too. That's a lot of workload!
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t you have used to teach *scien
losely aligns with their source?

What else do you want to know about the teaching of the 'foundation subjects'? Ask us on
twitter, email (hello@teachertapp.co.uk) or via the feedback button in the app.

Finally, we know you love the tips, so here they are for last week...

e How many minutes per day do vour pupil's think really hard?

e Children who feel as if they belong to a class community may exhibit greater
motivation and more positive behaviour.

¢ Daisy Christodoulou on mastery

e Are games in the classroom a good thing?

¢ Behaving fast and slow

e How the National Reference Test will be used to set GCSE grade boundaries

e Have you got your reading tips badge yet?

TEACHERWTAPP
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1 ‘
\\ i ¥
| Download the Teacher Tapp app

| from your appstore and wait for the
3:30pm buzz each day

r
7

Answer 3 questions about J
teaching and see how thousands -
of teachers answered too!

Read the blog or article we've
especially chosen for you today

And don't forget to tell your teaching
colleagues all about Teacher Tapp! We've even got a poster to put in your staffroom
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