Return of the Kids: What is happening in primary and
secondary schools?

1. Back to secondary school

Today marks the beginning of the re-opening of secondary schools to Years 10 and 12.
However, this doesn't mean that secondary teachers are back in school in large numbers. It
seems that about a quarter of you will be in school on any given day.
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Why such low numbers of secondary teachers in school? Years 10 and 12 are not returning to
full-time education, but rather some very limited face-to-face contact. And it seems you are
all doing this in very different ways.

We asked about your model for the return of Year 10 students. In the state sector, the most
common model seemed to be students coming back for one day a week. But a very large
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percentage of you said you were doing something that wasn't aligned to our options. A series
of twitter conversations established that there seem to be about 3,000 different models for
Year 10 return! We'll be asking a few more questions to clarify what is going on this week.

Which of these models best describes your Year 10 provision on their return before the summer?

Fee-paying - 16% 6% 4%
- - .

B Students attending 2 full days per week (or more)
B students attending 2 half days per week
Students attending 1 full day per week
| Students attending half a day per week

B Students attending 1 day per fortnight

[ some other in-school model not listed above

[ Students attending live streamed lessons, but not physicall..
Student continue with remote learning without live teachin..

Secondary schools are overwhelmingly using their in-person classroom lessons to focus on
maths, English and science for Year 10. Less than a third of you are offering lessons for all
option subjects. Some of you told us you were just having 'EBacc' lessons, for example.

Which subjects will they have classroom teaching in before the summer holidays? (Sample restricted to those with
returning Year 10s and excluding the 'don't know' responses)

One option subject 11%

Two option subjects 11%

All option subjects 27%

P.E./games

No teaching - only tutorials with relevant &
17%
teachers
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Also, while one in three secondary schools are delivering classroom teaching in just the three
core subjects on a typical returned day, many others are delivering anywhere between one
and five lessons! It really is a mixed bag!

Thinking of just one day where a Year 10 students attends school, how many subjects will they typically
experience (through a lesson or tutorial) on that day?

19%

Just one per day

Two per day 18%

Three per day 32%

16%

Four per day

Five or more per day 16%

2. More on primary schools

Primary schools continued to re-open to Years R,1and 6, albeit at very different rates across
the regions. Some regions seem to be following government guidance more closely than
others - the East of England and South West lead the way in most consistently prioritising
younger year groups over Year 6.

Which of the following groups were in your school today (tick any that apply, even if only part of the year
group was at school) B 04/06/2020
B 11/06/2020
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Last week we reported that students from disadvantaged backgrounds were far less likely to
be back in school because: (1) they live in regions less likely to have re-opened to more year
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groups; (2) within regions, more disadvantaged schools were less likely to re-open; (3) even
when re-opened, disadvantaged schools were reporting poorer return rates.

We have more bad news for inequalities this week. For those schools who re-opened first, the

proportion of students in school has increased. However, it hasn't served to close the gaps in
attendance since the attendance improvements were greatest in the more affluent schools.

Proportion of returning year group students in school for those who opened in the

first week
Fee-paying Q1 (affluent) Q2 Q3 Q4 (deprived)
B Less than 1-in-5 (20%)
B About 1-in-3 (33%)
About half (50%)
11% 13% About 2-in-3 (67%)
B About 4-in-5 (80%)
% 16% M Almost all (90%+)
25% B All of them
27%
27%
23% 22%
19% - 26%
18%
14%

17% 18%
13% 11% e
9%
BE B —— —

04 Jun 11 Jun 04 Jun 11Jun | 04Jun 11Jun 04 Jun 11Jun 04 Jun 11Jun

Even worse, teachers have reported that pupil premium students are more likely to be staying
at home than other students.

So far, have pupil premium students been more likely to return to school or stay at home amongst returned year
groups? (Responses restricted to those back for two weeks)

PP students more likely to return to school _ 14%
PP students no more or less likely to return than others _ 44%

Is it business as normal for Year 1students now? In terms of the curriculum, it is for 4-in-10
teachers at fee-paying schools and for 1-in-5 at affluent schools. However, most state-
schools are provided an adapted curriculum and for a third this means largely focusing on
English and maths.
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Which of the following best describes your approach to the Year 1 curriculum for returning students?

Fee-paying

Q1 (affluent)

Q4 (deprived)

B Largely returning to a normal full Year 1 curriculum

B Focus on English and Maths with limited other subjects

"] We have developed a bespoke ‘post-COVID' curriculum to suit their needs
We provide a childcare offer to Year 1 parents, without a formal curriculum

B Another Year 1 curriculum model

B None of the above applies

Of course, whilst some primary students are back, the majority of year groups are having to
stay at home. The government warned that provision for them would decline, so we wanted to
know the extent to which you felt the support they were receiving had fallen. Strangely, three-
quarters of you said that provision is still exactly the same for Years 2-5, despite the

classroom teachers now teaching another year group for at least 4 days a week. How can this
be? Do let us know.
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What has happened to your remote provision for Years 2-5? (Sample restrict to those schools back for two
weeks)

e paylng _

Q1 (affluent)

Q4 (deprived)

B We have entirely STOPPED remote learning for Year 2-5 provision to allow teachers to teach other Year Groups returning

We have had to make SIGNIFICANT reductions in our Year 2-5 provision to allow teachers to teach other Year Groups returning
B We have had to make SLIGHT reductions in our Year 2-5 provision to allow teachers to teach other Year Groups returning
I Our home learning Years 2-5 provision remains unchanged, despite other Year Groups returning

The government's plan to get Years R,1and 6 back in (close-to) full-time doesn't seem so
smart now that it's clear schools will struggle to get other year groups to join them. We asked
what sort of arrangements you'd like to see for the last four weeks of term. Most classroom
teachers opted for every year group in a rota of on-a-week, off-a-week rota, with continuing
provision for key workers. Headteachers also opted for this, but were a bit less keen - they are

the ones who have to try and work out how on earth you'd actually fit all the children in the
school this way!

If the government gave primary schools one of the following options to implement for the last 4 weeks of term,
which would you like to see your school pick?

Classroom Teacher Middle leader SLT excluding head Headteacher

Half the year groups returned at least 4 days a
week, with others remaining fully at home (e.g.
Years R,1,2 and key worker children at school; i 1% L i
rest at home)
Every year group able to attend on a week on,
week off rota, WITH continuing key worker 42% 41%
provision
Every year group able to attend on a week on,
week off rota, WITHOUT continuing key 17% 17%
worker provision
Cannot choose . 27% - 30%

39% 33%

21% 30%

25% 22%
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3. A little less uniform

School uniforms are not well suited to a pandemic. Secondary pupils tend only to have one
blazer and tie which cannot be easily washed on arrival at home each day, should parents want
to. Primary pupils - especially girls - tend to wear clothes and shoes that are poorly suited to
games outside, and teachers can no longer physically help them change.

Which of these items is included in your school's (normal) student uniform?
Primary Secondary

Ablazer 11%

Atie

A buttoned shirt or blouse

A polo shirt

75% . 12%

61% - 22%

0% ‘ 0%

A jumper or sweater that MUST have a logo

A jumper or sweater in a particular colour (with
optional logo)

Black shoes

We have a uniform, but it does not include any
of the above

We have no school uniform

2% I 3%

Two-thirds of primary schools are planning to fix the PE changing issue, either by allowing any
clothes to be worn, or by allowing trainers at all times, or by keeping PE kit on all day.

Changes to primary uniform in June and July

No, we are keeping our uniform requirements

exactly the same 33%

Allowing any clothes to be worn during June
and July

2

Removing requirement for a blazer 3%

Removing requirement for a tie 5%

Removing requirement to wear school jumper
or shirt

(]
& I

23%

Allowing trainers to be worn at any time

Allowing PE kit or similar to be worn all day on

certain days to avoid changing A8

Another change not described above

§I

For schools with blazers, one-third said students would wear no uniform at all in June and July

’
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and a further quarter told us that blazers would not be required. However, that still leaves
about 4-in-10 who will still have to wear their blazer when they attend school. (Given how
infrequently most Year 10s are attending, perhaps this is not an issue.)

What is happening to the blazer (for those who wear one, excluding 'don't knows')?

No, we are keeping our uniform requirements

exactly the same an

Allowing any clothes to be worn during June
and July

Removing requirement for a blazer 25%

Removing requirement for a tie

Removing requirement to wear school jumper
or shirt

Allowing trainers to be worn at any time 6%
Allowing PE kit or similar to be worn all day on

certain days to avoid changing 14%

Another change not described above 5%

4. What will happen in September?

The closer we edge to September, the more pessimistic teachers get about the possibility of
returning to full-time schooling. A month ago, 35% of teachers felt this was unlikely; yesterday
this figure had grown to 51%.

How likely do you currently feel it is that your school will have returned
to offering all students full-time schooling in September (i.e. circa 25
hours a week of classroom instruction)?

Bl Almost impossible

B very unlikely
Quite unlikely
21%
A » 1 don't know
33% Quite likely
11% M Highly likely
B Almost certain
28% 14%
21%
15/05/2020 14/06/2020
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Itisn't all bad news though. A month ago, just 26% of school leaders felt they would be able to
have 90% of their teaching staff working in school. Last week, this figure had grown massively
to 47%.

Proportion of teaching staff that senior leaders report are able to work in school

16/05/2020 31%

13/06/2020 32%

B 100% - we have none who will need to stay at home for health reasons
B Almost all - over 90% of teaching staff will be able to return to school
Most - at least 80% of teaching staff will be able to return to school
The majority - at least 60% will be able to return
B Around half or less - a very large proportion of our teaching staff will need to stay at home

Time for the tips...

¢ Why do children idolise some celebrities and ignore others?
e Elaborative Diacope

e The KS2 reading curriculum

e What will change in education and what will stay the same?
e Maths - Reasoning, Problem Solving, Fluency

e Teaching procedural knowledge

e Changing classroom culture

e Schools are actually quite inefficient

® Repetition and learning
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https://digest.bps.org.uk/2020/04/07/hard-workers-are-more-inspiring-than-geniuses/#more-39443
https://jweducation.co.uk/2020/05/23/flowers-of-rhetoric-elaborative-diacope/
https://theteachingbooth.wordpress.com/2020/05/06/if-you-build-it-they-will-read-designing-a-ks2-reading-curriculum/
https://daisychristodoulou.com/2020/05/what-will-covid-19-change-in-education-and-what-will-stay-the-same/
https://educatingmrmattock.blogspot.com/2019/05/reasoning-problem-solving.html
https://dodiscimus.wordpress.com/2020/03/13/teaching-procedural-knowledge/
https://justonethingafteranotherblog.wordpress.com/2020/06/08/changing-classroom-culture/
https://educontrarianblog.com/2020/05/30/schools-out-for-summer/
https://theeffortfuleducator.com/2020/06/08/repetition-and-learning/
http://www.tcpdf.org

