Things Fall Apart... (the latest isolation data, plus hobbies,
interventions and the primary curriculum)

With more positive vaccination news this week, it feels like we are so close and yet so far from
normal life. So close, because hopefully students will be able to come to school as normalin
2021. So far, because more teachers and students than ever before are at home. A massive
11% of you in Yorkshire and the North East said you were isolating at home last week on
Tuesday. (The North West is the only part of the country where things seem to be getting
much better.)

Proportion of teachers isolating at home for COVID-19 related reasons
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In the Midlands and the north, the majority of teachers said their school had at least one
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closed class on Friday. Glancing back to the figures in September, you can see how bad things

are now.

Proportion of teachers reporting no closed classes or year groups that day
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And on our newer measure of disruption, in all regions except for the North West there has
been an increase in students missing the class we ask you about each Thursday.
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Proportion of last class taught who were missing for COVID reasons

Yorkshire and
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Stress in exam classes

Over in secondary schools, there are huge regional differences in how much Year 11 students
have been affected by COVID-19.

In the East of England and South West, two-thirds of teachers said their school has been open
to all Year 11so far this year. By contrast, this has happened in less than a third of schools in the
North West. Indeed, a third of schools in the North West have already closed to the whole of

Year 11, and the Midlands aren't far behind in impact.
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Our school has been open to year 11 students every day so far this year
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Question answered by 4,228 teachers on 18/11/2020 (results weighted to reflect national teacher and school

demographics)

B Yes, we've been open to Y11 so far this year
No, we've had individual Y11 students isolating

B No, we've had at least one closure to a Y11 class or social bubble

B No, we've had at least one whole Year 11 closure

We asked whether current exam classes appeared to be more anxious and stress than in
previous years - three quarters of teachers felt that they did. Perhaps not surprisingly, when
we look at whether this is related to Year 11 closures we find that schools with Year 11 closures
are more likely say their students are stressed.
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Our school has been open to year 11 students every day so far this year (down) versus
Our current exam classes (Year 11/13) appear to be more anxious and stressed than previous
exam classes for this time of year (across)
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And even when students are in school there has been disruption for them. About a quarter of
(non-SLT) teachers in secondaries say that their timetable has been altered recently to cope
with staff absences - this statistic doesn't vary across the country.

Has your teaching timetable been altered recently to cope with staff absences?

Eastof England (N=616) 21%

London (N=619) 25%
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North West (N=559)

South East (N=807)
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Question answered by 4,613 teachers on 21/11/2020 (results weighted to reflect national teacher and school
demographics)

B No
B Yes

All change on the primary curriculum
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Primary teachers seem to be experiencing quite similar disruption - about half say a child in
their school has been tested as COVID-19 positive, though the figure for their class is only
14%. Nevertheless, there are still large numbers of students who are spending time off school

with suspected COVID-19.

Which of the following statements are true about your class and school so far since
September?

Individual pupils in my class have needed to
isolate at home due to suspected COVID-19

My entire class has had a period of whole class 17%

isolation at home

Another class in the school has had a period of 53%
whole class isolation at home

At least one student in my CLASS has been tested 14%

as COVID-19 positive

At least one student in my SCHOOL has been 53%
tested as COVID-19 positive

10%

76%

None of the above have happened so far

Question answered by 1,732 teachers on 21/11/2020 (results weighted to reflect national teacher and school
demographics)

Whilst back in primary school, there is a quite a bit more English and maths teaching going on.
Most primary teachers are having to cover topics that should have been taught last summer
term in these two subjects. It is worth noting that most other subjects are not being returned
to, so students who missed out on the Romans or the Anglo Saxons will never....{can't finish

this sentencet!
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In which of these subjects have you returned to (re)teaching topics and skills that the class had
missed as a result of lockdown during summer term 2020?

Science _ 24%
History, Geography or RE - 16%
Art, Musicor DT - 11%
Computing - 14%
Modern languages - 9%
| haven't taught any topics that were mi§sed in - 17%
summer term 2020 so far this year

Question answered by 1,476 teachers on 17/11/2020 (results weighted to reflect national teacher and school
demographics)

Still, over half say they aren't devoting extra time to English and maths. (I wonder how they

ever manage to catch up, given they are returning to last year's topics?) Most of the rest are
adding an extra 15 or 30 minutes of English and maths each day.

How many extra minutes a day (over and above a normal year) are you spending on English
and maths right now to cope with missed learning as a result of shutdown and absences?

Zero minutes - we have not reallocated 56%
lesson time at all
Extra 15 minutes - 15%

Extra 30 minutes on English and maths _ 18%

Extra 45 minutes on English and maths . 4%
Extra 60 minutes on English and maths . 5%

Extra 90 minutes on English and maths I 1%

More than 90 extra minutes on English

and maths I %

Question answered by 1,608 teachers on 18/11/2020 (results weighted to reflect national teacher and school
demographics)

How to squeeze in this extra English and Maths? Relatively few are dropping subjects
altogether. Most are just squeezing time some other way.
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Has your school dropped subjects to focus on catching up in English and Maths?

Fee-paying (N=64) 8%

Q1 (affluent) (N=342) 15%
Q2 (N=416) 16%

Q3 (N=364) 14%

Q4 (deprived) (N=367) 13%

Question answered by 1,553 teachers on 14/11/2020 (results weighted to reflect national teacher and school
demographics)

B ves Don't know

B No

A little less intervention

Interventions - individual and small group tutoring - has been hailed as the big solution to
COVID-19 learning loss and the government is putting big subsidies together (with strings
attached) for schools to do more of it.

What's strange so far is that, despite learning loss, there are FEWER intervention groups
taking place in school this year. We didn't ask why, but assume the need to avoid cross-bubble
missing of students and staff and the need to cope with staff absences means that many TA
small-group interventions have had to be abandoned.

L
8 / 11 https://teachertapp.com/uk/articles/things-fall-apart-isolation-interventions-hobbies-primary-curriculum-english-maths/ Te a c he r—taPP:



Is your school making greater or less use of small group and individual face-to-face
interventions (e.g. run by TAs) so far this year?

Primary Secondary
(N=1,720) (N=4,201)

There are fewer intervention groups
running compared to a normal year so 46%
far

Question answered by 5,996 teachers on 17/11/2020 (results weighted to reflect national teacher and school
demographics)

There are more intervention groups
running than in a normal year so far

Similar number of intervention groups
running compared to a normal year so
far

When the world opens up again

What are you looking forward to doing when the world opens up again? There has been a fall
in the number of you who have been able to do your hobbies recently - whether team sports
or other physical activity or playing music. We had wondered whether there would have been
arise in hobbies that are currently possible. There has been a small rise in gardening as a
hobby (from 19% to 23%) and a rise in knitting/carpentry and other crafts (17% to 23%). But
alas, little change in music making alone. What will you carry on doing when the world opens up
again?
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Do you consider any of the following to be a current hobby of yours (i.e. you've done it in the

past month)?

24/02/2019

(N=3,230)
Playing team sports or collective physical activity - 17%

Playing individual sports or physical activity (including running,
cycling, fishing, golf, swimming, water sports, dancing, hiking)

Gardening - 19%

Playing music in a choir/band/ensemble etc... . 10%

Playing music alone - 15%

Knitting, sewing, carpentry or similar crafts - 17%

Painting, drawing or similar arts . 10%

Watching live sports or music (not on TV) - 26%

Any volunteer work . 12%

None of the above / other - 22%

18/11/2020
(N=6,949)

. 11%

Teacher responses vary from 3,230 to 6,949, depending on date asked (results weighted to reflect national teacher and

school demographics)

A final note... It's been a tough time for those working overseas, with school closures and
difficulties in travelling between countries. Those of you who are currently in the UK feel less
inclined to seek a teaching job overseas at the moment. This is understandable (and actually

bodes well for teacher retention)!
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How likely are you to teach in a school outside the UK in the next 5

years?
2018 2019 2020
I—— —
B Definitely
13% 12%
e B Very probably
Probably
Possibly

¥ Probably not
B Definitely not

October November November

Teacher responses vary from 2,506 to 6,994, depending on date asked (results weighted to
reflect national teacher and school demographics)

Tips

e Teaching English literature at KS5

e Constructivism is a theory of learning and not of pedagogy
e What number calculations should students be fluent in?

e Getting things done trumps getting them perfect

¢ How to manage 0-60 in a behaviour system

e Spaced practice in practice

e Coping with not being a 'good teacher' during pandemic
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