The Slow Difficulties Of The October Term

It's October. Things always feel a little bit more exhausting in October. Especially a pandemicy
October!

Unfortunately, the euphoria of returning to school and seeing your students has dissipated
and, though 73% of still enjoyed working in school last week, the levels of enjoyment are
gradually falling.
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Teacher responses vary from 7,718 to 7,851, depending on date asked (results weighted to reflect national teacher and
school demographics)

Why? Well, all the new routines and uncertainty of what each day brings can be exhausting,
even in a normal school year.

Last Thursday, however, only 83% of schools were open to all classes. That figure is stable
compared to the week before, so things aren't (so far) getting worse. But randomly having
year groups or classes out is quite disorienting.
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Today in school, were any large groups of pupils required to stay at home for isolation?

10/09/2020 17/09/2020 24/09/2020 01/10/2020
(N=7,238) (N=7,608) (N=7,696) (N=7,525)
A whole class [ several year groups
B several classes B The whole school was closed
B A whole year group No, all years/classes were in
0% 4%
0% 4% 5%
’ ’ ’ 0% ’ 0%
96% 89% 83% 83%

Teacher responses vary from 7,238 to 7,696, depending on date asked (results weighted to reflect national teacher and
school demographics)

That said, there's also good news! More and more of you are able to get COVID tests on time
and the number of you who are needing to isolate at home has not increased over the past
three weeks.

Were you isolating at home today for covid-related reasons?

14/09/2020 21/09/2020 28/09/2020
(N=7,971) (N=7,988) (N=7,970)
B No
96% 97% 97%

Teacher responses vary from 7,970 to 7,988, depending on date asked (results weighted to reflect national teacher and
school demographics)

2. Dejavu?
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How hard is school right now compared to another tricky time? We decided to repeat a
question we asked in a particularly hard week in March, just before schools closed. Things now
are very similar to then. Many of you are working out how to support home learners and
preparing for any school closures that may happen later in the year.

Even worse than in March, more of you having to take on extra duties to cover staff absences.
(Staggered breaks and lunches have increased staffing requirements in some schools). One in
five also had to cover a lesson last week due to staff illness.

Have you done any of the following in the last week?

15/03/2020 03/10/2020
(N=6,725) (N=7,912)

Covered a lesson for a 26%
member of staff that is ill
Increased your class size to
7%
cover ahsences

Done more duties to cover - 21%
absences

Written materials to support 43%
remote learning

Received trainingin how to 29%
support remote learning
Signed up to/used a new piece 25%
of software

Teacher responses vary from 6,725 to 7,912, depending on date asked (results weighted to reflect national teacher and
school demographics)
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3. Change for lunch

It may seem a small thing, but lunchbreaks are important for teachers - it can be one of the
few times in the whole day where you get to eat, drink, rest or go to the toilet!

You've already told us that you're eating in the staffroom and canteen much less than in
previous year. But you are also doing different things on your break, at least compared to the
last time we asked during Autumn 2018, two years ago. The good news is that you are talking
to colleagues in similar numbers (three-quarters of you do this). You are more likely to go
outside, but also more likely to be on your phone checking social media, news and reading
emails. Tidying your classroom is less common now, though. Perhaps because so many of you
have become nomadic teachers!
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Which of these do you regularly do on your lunchbreak?

03/11/2018 03/10/2020
(N=2,436) (N=7,905)
visitthe bathroom ([N =+ 87%

.
- 18%

Go outside - 13%
Read emails ||| GG <
Read social media messages - 29%
Read the news - 16%
Create resources _ 39%

Tidy your classroom 55% 47%

Teacher responses vary from 2,436 to 7,905, depending on date asked (results weighted to reflect national teacher and
school demographics)
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4. Keep your head

Headteacher watch continues. We've now asked whether the COVID-19 pandemic has
changed your career aspirations several times. The number of heads who say they are now
more likely to leave the profession continues to increase - one-in-three heads now feel this
way. Some of these figures are more worrying than others - e.g. whilst classroom teachers
might feel they want to leave the classroom, the economic climate makes it very difficult to do
so unless your family can take the income hit.

Has the experience of COVID-19 and lockdown made it more or less likely that you will seek
to reduce hours or leave the profession altogether in the next few years?

20/05/2020 24/06/2020 01/10/2020
(N=7,536) (N=7,908) (N=7,107)
Yes,|amnow Classroom Teacher - 11% - 9% - 12%
MORE likely to
seektoleave Middle leader - 10% - 9% - 12%
the profession
SLT excluding head 12% 13% 12%

Yes,lamnow Classroom Teacher - 12% - 14% - 15%

MORE likely to
seek toreduce Middle leader - 14% - 16% - 14%

my hours
SLT excluding head 11% 14% 12%

Headteacher - 11% - 12% - 11%

Teacher responses vary from 7,107 to 7,908, depending on date asked (results weighted to reflect national teacher and
school demographics)
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5. The TT Genie visits in a pandemic

The Teacher Tapp Genie was back this week! Getting teachers to decide if they would prefer
top exams results, well-being or cash is one of our most attention-grabbing questions, but we
wondered if surviving a global pandemic might have made any of these options more or less
attractive.

By and large, it hadn't! Most teachers want £10k - virus or not. But we did see a small shift away
from teachers selecting top exam grades for their pupils to instead choosing well-being and
peace of mind for colleagues. Did the exams debacle this year make people re-think, oris it
more that you want to cheer up colleagues? Let us know on social media!

If a genie appeared and allowed you one of the following, which would you choose...

23/04/2019 27/09/2020
(N=3,491) (N=7,918)
10%

53% 53% 40%

37%

Top exam results for your pupils
B Total well-being and peace of mind for your colleagues
B £10,000 in your bank account

Teacher responses vary from 3,491 to 7,918, depending on date asked (results weighted to reflect national teacher and
school demographics)

6. Finally, we know you love the daily tips, so here they are!

e How coronavirus spreads and avoiding catching it in school
e Explicit instruction in science

e English - developing pupils' authorial intent

* Maths - providing stretch and challenge

e \What is the Executive Function

e Effective modelling to students

¢ Fraqility and anti-fraqility in schools

¢ Fixing the 'vocabulary gap'
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https://improvingteaching.co.uk/2020/09/24/how-do-you-catch-coronavirus-how-do-you-avoid-it/
https://achemicalorthodoxy.wordpress.com/2020/07/21/what-does-explicit-instruction-in-science-look-like/
https://englishteachersnotebook.blogspot.com/2020/03/authorial-intent-analytical-verbs-and.html?m=1
https://mathsnoproblem.com/blog/teaching-tips/questioning-technique-strengthens-maths-lessons/
https://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/what-is-executive-function-and-how-does-it-relate-to-child-development/
https://saysmiss.wordpress.com/2020/09/26/not-the-same-but-better/
https://www.fragments2.com/blog/2020/9/19/the-antifragility-of-our-schools
https://www.theconfidentteacher.com/2020/09/covid-19-and-the-literacy-matthew-effect/
http://www.tcpdf.org

