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Safe and sustainable education premises:
Creating a force for change

The start of the 2023 school year was marked by the RAAC crisis, which led to school closures nationwide for surveys and
building work to secure sites. Crumbling concrete isn’t the only concern, however. The Commons Public Accounts
Committee warned in their recent annual report that the Department for Education lacks sufficient information on asbestos
prevalence in schools.

The School Rebuilding Programme, a ten-year project to fund the maintenance and rebuilding of over 500 schools, has
faced delays. By September 2023, only 24 contracts were awarded - missing the forecast of 83. Only one project is
complete so far, against a forecast of four.

Energy efficiency

Around two-thirds of schools have had boilers installed in the past twenty years, but around 15% still have pre-1970s
boilers - and this can have a huge impact on energy costs. However, some schools make money on their energy, because
they have solar panels on their roof and so can sell the energy back to suppliers.
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Thinking of the entire school building and whether it was in a ‘generally good state of repair’, a third of headteachers said
they disagreed, with one in ten headteachers strongly disagreeing. Students’ toilets were the area heads highlighted as
being in most need of repair.

This data was collected via Teacher Tapp, a free app asking over 11,000 teachers three questions every day. Teacher Tapp data makes the media,

government and education businesses sit up and listen to teachers. Contact hello@teacher tapp.co.uk to find out how the data can help you. DOWV\IOM the appl




