
Evidence Summary

Education for the future: principles for curriculum
and assessment
The National Curriculum was last reformed in 2014, with the new specification GCSE 9-1  grades rolled out from 2017. In
primary school, learners are formally assessed at four separate points: Reception Baseline, Phonics Check, Multiple Times
Table Check, and KS2 Sats. In secondary school, students have no external exams until age 16 when they typically take
between 7 and 9 GCSEs with the average pupil taking 22 exams lasting 33 hours.

Technology in assessments

The toll on young people’s mental health
Eight in ten (80%) primary school teachers agree that current assessments contribute to increased mental health
problems for young people, with 26% strongly agreeing. In secondary, it is slightly lower with six in ten (63%) agreeing,
and 15% strongly agreeing.

A curriculum too full for flexibility 
 A squeeze on classroom time is felt by teachers: 68% agree with the statement that they don’t explore student interests
due to curriculum content pressure. Each year when we ask if teachers are on track to finish the curriculum, 1 in 4 primary
school teachers say there is a good chance that they won’t finish, with 5% reporting that they definitely won’t. In
secondary this figure is smaller, with just over 1 in 10 saying there is a good chance they won’t finish. 

The future of assessment
Teachers are relatively risk-averse when it comes to changing exam formats; when asked if they want ‘on demand’ exams
- a change that would see the end to the ‘summer exam’ season, 60% of teachers said no they wanted ALL subjects to be
assessed at fixed points. Attitudes to change also depend significantly on subject, e.g. language, science and maths
teachers are more in favour of linear exams; art, humanities and English teachers prefer modular.

One in four secondary school teachers would like a move to digital exams in the next ten years; and around half of
teachers would like to see assessments with AI capabilities, such as adaptive testing, being used. That is not to say there
aren’t challenges with digital exams. Over two-thirds (68%) are concerned about the expense of buying enough laptops
and hardware and half are worried that digital exams would exacerbate the digital divide. 

This data was collected via Teacher Tapp, a free app asking over 11,000 teachers three questions every day. Teacher Tapp data makes the media,
government and education businesses sit up and listen to teachers. Contact hello@teacher tapp.co.uk to find out how the data can help you. Download the app!


